THE CHOICE OF A PRIME MINISTER

only thing that would give them a real excuse for resignation and leave
you no excuse for refusing to take office, would be your failure or
refusal to support them in those purely business measures which are
necessary for any Government to carry on the business of the nation.'
The Budget, he contended, was not such a measure; for, though no
Government could continue without Supply, it could continue for
a short period at least without the additional taxation imposed under
the Budget resolutions.